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Faith. These were installed in
2007 .
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Fortitude
Fortitude is represented by Effie of the Two
Oars who went alone to retrieve a fishing
boat abandoned at Geanies when men fled
from the ‘press gang’ who would have forced
them into the navy. This image was
beautifully depicted by the artist John
McNaught.

The Four Corners of
the Earth
Many inhabitants of the Seaboard villages
emigrated and travelled across the globe,
although many were also to return. A
compass rose set in the ground marks the
beginning and end of these journeys.

Folklore
In the Seaboard villages, religious beliefs
coexisted with legends and folklore became
part of the historical background of the place,
so now we have the ‘Mermaid of the North’ as
a reminder of these old stories. She sits upon
a rock- named ‘Clach Dubh’ (black rock in
Gaelic)- in Balintore.
In 2012 the mermaid was damaged by a
severe storm. Originally made from wood
and resin, she was not strong enough to
withstand the stormy weather. In 2014 the
mermaid was replaced with a bronze cast
model.
The Mermaid’s origins are deep rooted in
Easter Ross folklore; legend tells that once a
fisherman stole a beautiful mermaid away to
be his wife and hid her tail. Years later, after
bearing his children, she found her tail and
escaped back to sea, returning regularly to
the shore to bring fish to her hungry
children.

Fishing
These giant salmon were sculpted by Stephen
Hayward and symbolise the reliance on, and
endurance of, fishing for cod, haddock,
herring and salmon in the villages.

Faith
John Ross (1842-1914) was brought up in
the immediate area, trained as a minister
and a missionary, and took his Christian
faith to China and Korea. He was a notable
scholar, fluent in 11 languages, and was the
first to translate the New Testament into
Korean. Not many in Scotland have heard
of John Ross, but he is very famous in
Korea with universities and libraries
named after him.

